SEPTEMBER PRESIDENT’S NEWSLETTER

Our education system and governance structure is under attack.  We must make adjustments and improvements if public education is to continue to provide the quality citizenry our society needs for it to thrive.   In the well known words of the serenity prayer, “…grant us the serenity to accept the things we cannot change; courage to change the things we can; and wisdom to know the difference.”  I fear that in the coming months and years we will need all the serenity, courage and wisdom we can muster to meet the challenges we will face.
This has been a busy time since I last communicated with you.  The NSBA President’s retreat in Groton, Connecticut was instructive and valuable for its information and networking.  NSBA will be entering our lawsuit against the proposed Amendment 7 which has been erroneously titled “Religious Freedom.”  The real purpose of the amendment is vouchers for all students which would cost nearly $3 billion just to fund the private school students already in this state.  In an environment where there are not enough funds to provide for the quality education the Florida Constitution demands, where will these dollars come from?
While Florida is a diverse state that has unique problems, other states are dealing with interesting situations as well.  We are home to 20 of the 100 largest school districts in the country, with Miami-Dade leading our pack at about 350,000 students. At the other end of the spectrum is a school district in Montana that has what must be the smallest enrollment in the country—2 students.  Yes, that is not a typo—2 students.  It is a K-8 school with one teacher and a 3-member school board that meets 5 times a year.
The Connecticut Association of Boards of Education is dealing with a legislature that is trying to reduce the number of school boards from about 150 to 8.  While this is a drastic reduction for them, we must remember that Connecticut is about the same land area as Miami-Dade and Broward Counties combined. The point is that different traditions and cultures have brought about different ways to solve problems.  Local control is always better than state, or federally mandated, top down control.
We have just completed the FSBA annual president’s retreat which was held in my home community of Punta Gorda. It was a learning packed two days which stressed the themes of partnership and leadership. In addition, Andrea Messina facilitated sessions analyzing the FSBA Mission Statement to determine its relevance and accuracy in today’s educational environment.
Lastly, several important staff changes were announced.  As you all know, Jan Norris, Dr. Blanton’s executive assistant and a 40 year employee of FSBA will be retiring in December after the winter conference.  Her position will be filled by Kendra Green who has been studying diligently at Jan’s side.  Dr. Max Schmidt has retired as head of the Florida School Labor Relations Service, a joint venture between FSBA and FADSS.  He is staying on in a part-time basis until his replacement can come on board full time.  Dr. Blanton announced that Bill Graham, former Palm Beach board member, past FSBA president and known to many of us, will be taking that position after the first of the year.  And last, and certainly not least, after over 20 years, Karen Denson, our Board Development Director, announced her retirement effective January 18, 2012.  Her position will be filled by FSBA trainer and Charlotte County Board Member, Andrea Messina, who will be leaving the Charlotte Board in November, 2012.  This will be a new and exciting time for FSBA as we see what these new people can bring to our organization.  My best wishes to each of them as they embark on their new careers. My best wishes also go out to Jan, Karen and Max for a long and enjoyable retirement. You will be missed and your contributions to the Association will long be remembered.
As I complete this on Sunday, September 11, 2011, I am overwhelmed by the resiliency of the American spirit.  Although we were viciously and heartlessly attacked a decade ago, we have made the adjustments necessary to live in a world that will use any means to destroy the society that has taken America so long to build.  We must never forget the sacrifices our forefathers and those valiant service members of today have made to insure that we continue to enjoy the freedoms we do.

 
