January President’s Letter
	
	I hope all of you had a joyous holiday season and that you were able to enjoy the love and camaraderie of family and friends. I also hope that you were able to get your batteries re-charged because you will need to be at your peak energy level for the next few weeks.  We are depending on you to keep the pressure on the legislature to do what is right for public education in Florida.
	On January 5th your Long Range Planning Committee, comprised of the Executive Committee plus two at large members (currently Hazel Sellars of Polk County and Beverly Slough of St. Johns County), met in Tallahassee to discuss issues that are facing the association that have implications for the longer term than this immediate school year.  The discussion was spirited and productive.
	The first issue that was discussed was recruitment of officer candidates and committee chairs and vice chairs.  Anyone who is interested in becoming more actively involved in the business of FSBA should submit their name and committee chair or vice chair request to our President-Elect, Joie Cadle, at joie.cadle@ocps.net.  I know she is already thinking about her team for next year.
	As was discussed at the December Conference, having the nominating committee meet during the Day in the Legislature meeting was not practical.  The nominating committee will meet in Orlando on March 29, 2012 to conduct interviews of officer candidates for the association.  More information on the specifics of the process will be coming out shortly from Candace Lankford, Immediate Past President and chair of the nominating committee.  I urge and encourage everyone, who has an interest and commitment in improving FSBA, to fill out and submit the paperwork for becoming an officer.
	Please watch your e-mails.  Within a few days, the electronic survey I wrote about in my December letter will be distributed to all members seeking information on how we can improve the conferences and meetings that we have.  Information will be sought from those who attend about what we can improve and from those who do not regularly attend asking what we need to provide so that they will be more likely to attend in the future.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	I hope that as many of you as possible will attend our annual Day in the Legislature meeting coming up January 25th and 26th in Tallahassee.  This is followed up by a Board of Directors meeting on the 27th.  With any luck the Senate and House budgets will be available that week and we will have a better indication of what will be facing us from a financial perspective.  Keep your eyes peeled for Sen. Simmons’ flexibility bill which should be coming out within the first few days of the Session.  FSBA staff and some board members have been providing him with information regarding the flexibility all districts need in order to handle these challenging times.
	It is with some sadness that the executive committee has accepted the recommendation of Dr. Jack Lamb, chairman of the Florida Learning First Alliance, that the Learning First Alliance be disbanded.  The national alliance has taken off in a direction that has little to do with its original goals and commitments.  In addition, we have had great difficulty maintaining the interest of the non education groups that we recruited to join the Alliance.  My sincere thanks to Jack for his unwavering commitment and countless hours spent in promoting the Alliance and its concepts.
	As some of you may know, the Circuit Judge in Leon County ruled that Amendment 7 titled “Religious Freedom” would be removed from the ballot due to misleading language in the ballot summary.  However, the Attorney General has re-written the summary under the guidelines suggested by the judge and the amendment will now appear on the ballot as “Amendment 8.” As one of the named plaintiffs in the lawsuit to strike the amendment from the ballot, I must strongly urge you to become familiar with the disastrous implications this amendment has for public education funding.  In an environment where there are not adequate funds to sustain the programs currently in existence, Amendment 8 would have a significant impact on our children’s futures.  Amendment 8 has nothing to do with “Religious Freedom” and everything to do with vouchers for religious education.  Please pay attention to the FSBA website for more information on this topic as it develops further.
Your executive committee will meet on January 26th during Day in the Legislature to finalize planning for the June Conference.  If any of you have any topics  or sessions that you would like to be considered for presentation at the conference, please send that information to me by January 20, 2012 at lee_swift@ccps.k12.fl.us along with contact information (if you know it) for who would present the breakout or roundtable session.
	Lastly, your Executive Committee met with the executive committees of the Florida League of Cities and the Florida Association of Counties to discuss common areas of concern for the upcoming session. There was lively discussion and we were able to issue a joint statement on issues that affect  all three groups.  This statement should be posted on the website soon.
	Make your reservations now for the Day in the Legislature.  We need a large and diverse group in attendance so that we can make a strong impression on the lawmakers with whom we speak.  Our issues affect all Florida students; we need board members from across the state to reinforce our positions.  See you on the 25th and 26th.


Sincerely,
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Lee Swift, President
Florida School Boards Association
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