President’s Update
July/August 2010
As our district budget sessions are gearing up for our 2010-2011 final hearings and approval, much is taking place on the state level. 

OIL SPILL—On July 23rd FSBA participated in a conference call with the leaders from the League of Cities and the Florida Association of Counties establishing an Oil Spill Work Group.  This work group is modeled after the governor’s Oil Spill Task Force and we will assist the Task Force in the facilitation and coordination of efforts to recover from the impacts of the gulf spill. To my knowledge no other gulf state has established a workgroup comprised of these public sector members. 
We will mirror the governor’s task force structure and divide our work group into three (3) sub-committees. We have appointed seven school board members as participants and Wayne and Ruth will supply staff support. 

Sub-Committees and Members

Economic Recovery—Lee Swift-Charlotte and Patty Hightower-Escambia 

Claims—George Cox-Gulf and Cindy Frakes-Okaloosa

Communications—Donna Allen-Bay and Carol Cook-Pinellas
Ex-officio member—Candace Lankford-Volusia
The governor’s task force, on which school board members Patty Hightower and Cindy Frakes participate, met in Destin, Florida on July 28th.  Interestingly enough, the $20 billion that BP has set aside—for a four year payout—does NOT include any money for the public sector. It is our understanding that the sum designated by BP is for the private sector only. 

Our work group is scheduled to meet in St. Petersburg on Wednesday, September 22.  We will keep you apprised of the discussion.
RACE TO THE TOP   As you all know Florida is a Phase II winner for the Race to the Top competitive grant. Coincidently, I just returned from a National School Boards Association President’s Retreat in Detroit, and had the opportunity to speak with my counterparts from Tennessee and Delaware.  They had totally different experiences in receiving their state’s RTTT allocations. 

Delaware’s process, while time consuming (rewriting the scope of work at least four or five times) has resulted in their receipt of the RTTT funds. The Delaware School Boards’ President attributed their success to the close working relationship their school districts had with both their Commissioner and their State Board of Education. 

Tennessee is a different story entirely. They have rewritten their scope of work three times and have yet to receive a dime. The frustration expressed by the President of the Tennessee School Boards Association was palpable. He felt that the Federal Department of Education was constantly shifting the ground beneath them.  In light of these conversations, I have asked Wayne, to contact both the Delaware and Tennessee school boards’ executive directors in hopes that Florida may avoid some of their pitfalls.  [8/26/10 Update: As of this week, Tennessee has received $250,000, half of their grant amount]
Some interesting information that I learned while in Detroit…Georgia has cut their school year for teachers by ten days—four are instructional days.  So Georgia’s school year for students is now 176 days;  Oregon 170 instructional days; Louisiana 177 instructional days; Hawaii has cut 16 total days—not sure how many are instructional; and California has 1006 school districts and their state is $22 billion in the red.  
Best quote of the meeting; 

“If our American way of life fails the child, it fails us all.”  Pearl Buck.
Second Best quote of the meeting—NSBA President, Earl Rickman discussing the relevance of data;  “If your head is in the freezer and your butt is on a hot plate—your body temperature is not average.”  Great meeting!

FCAT DEBACLE—Your executive board and director are working with the Florida Association of District School Superintendents (FADSS) and their executive director in attempting to sort out the details of the FCAT saga.  FADSS made a public records request to the Florida Department of Education on July 28th --  primarily requesting information regarding data irregularities. In addition, they sent a letter to Commissioner Smith requesting the following—the short version is:
1. DOE respond to the questions and concerns raised by school districts.

2. The state should establish a “technical oversight committee” made up of school district educators as well as university and private sector testing exports.   
3. The state must bring back a norm referenced test to enable real data comparisons.

4. The Florida Association of District School Superintendents should have a representative that attends each State Board of Education meeting, and that representative is given time on every State Board agenda. This would bring a valuable perspective to the State Board on Pre-K-12 education. 

In all likelihood, the superintendents will be hiring two data experts—John Hildebrand, retired Hillsborough County director, and Dr. David Miller, University of Florida professor. Your board has agreed to partner with FADSS in this endeavor. 
In addition to the public records request, the superintendents are working with Commissioner Smith on the questions they submitted to DOE prior to the release of the FCAT information.  We all are in agreement that attention must be given to improving the measure for learning gains and, as stated above, there must be a return of the Norm Referenced Test (NRT) in order to give educators confidence in the FCAT data. 
We do not want the FCAT issue to be relegated to the back-burner as there is too much at stake. We will be pressing for FCAT reforms, especially the punitive nature of its implementation.

To be continued….

Respectfully submitted,

Candace Lankford, President

Florida School Boards Association

