President’s Letter

July 2011

It has been a little over a month since I was privileged to become your President and it has been busy in a typically busy time of the year. Your leadership team as well as a number of board members from around Florida attended the Southern Region National School Boards Association meeting in Asheville, NC from July 14—July 17.  It was not comforting to see that we are all in the same position regarding budgets, unfunded mandates, and the feeling that we are under attack. One of the best comments was made by “Coach” Joe White, President of the North Carolina School Boards Association and President of the Southern Region for this year:  “Public Education is under attack, and I don’t know why.  We are the greatest nation in the world with one of the greatest economies in the world and it was built from public education.”

On a more positive note, the winning videos from our recent video contest, ”What’s Super About Public Education” were shown and were  received extremely positively. Several state Presidents, as well as the National School Boards Association President, Mary Broderick, said they wanted to replicate the idea in their home states.  Congratulations to Past President Candace Lankford for guiding this initiative to fruition.  Details about the video theme for the coming year will be released in a few weeks.

Dr. Blanton, Lester Morales of Healthstat, Inc., and I presented a breakout session about onsite health clinics.  The session was warmly received with many good questions. Both the  Executive Director and the Assistant Executive Director of the National School Boards Association were in attendance and expressed interest in the program. There is the possibility that we will be presenting this in other conferences as well. 

As I hope you are aware, I as your President and representative of FSBA, along with other groups, have entered into a lawsuit challenging the ballot title and summary language of the Legislature’s Proposed Amendment 7 to the Florida Constitution.  While the amendment purports to be about religious freedom, it is really a means to get tax supported vouchers for all.  See the FSBA website for more detailed information on this topic.  We will keep you updated.

As we all approach our budget hearings, we must remain positive in our attitudes and continue to rebut the myths and misinformation that are being spread about public education. Tell your public your story—what you have done to save money, what you are being forced to cut, and what you may cut in the future if you are not given the resources you deserve. 

I wish you all well in these difficult times.

